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The Historical Society of Queensland, Inc. 
ANNUAL REPORT 
For the Financial Year Ended 31st August 1948 
Adopted at the Annual Meeting of the Historical 
Society of Queensland, Inc., on 23rd September 1948. 
Patron. His Excellency the Governor of Queens-
land, Lieut.-General Sir John Dudley Lavarack, K.B.E., 
C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., has graciously consented to con-
tinue in the office of Patron of the Historical Society of 
Queensland, Inc. 
Council. Ten meetings were held during the year. 
Attendances were as follows: F. 0. Nixon, 10; J. W. 
CoUinson, 10; G. H. C. McClurg, 10; A. Morrison, 10; 
A. Laurie, 8; B. F. Lloyd, 8; Miss C. M. Ruth LasseU, 
7; Miss Beatrice Barns, 6; N. S. Pixley, 6; A. A. Mor-
rison, M.A., 6; Professor H. Alcock, M.A. (deceased 
26/4/48), 5; C. G. Austin, 5; Miss A. M. Hinton, 5; and 
C. T. White, M.Sc, 5. 
General Meetings. Ten meetings were held. Papers 
read were— 
September 25th, 1947. Prof. H. Alcock, M.A., 
"Some Cities and Their Sites." 
October 23rd, 1947. Mr. W. E. lUingworth, 
"Coastal Shipping Sixty Years Ago." 
November 27th, 1947. Mr. F. M. BeU, "Camboon 
Reminiscences: A Portrayal of Life on the Unfenced 
Run." 
February 26th, 1948. Mr. H. W. Francis, "Rock-
hampton's First Gaol and Some of Its Notorious 
Prisoners." 
March 25th, 1948. Mr. J. H. Hornibrook, "Biblio-
graphy of Queensland Verse: The Collecting of Queens-
land Books of Poetry as a Hobby." 
April 22nd, 1948. Miss Hope Spencer, "Roma, Its 
Growth and Development." 
May 27th, 1948. Mr. B. G. Patterson, "The Story 
of the Discovery of Mount Morgan Retold." 
June 24th, 1948. Mr. Firmin McKinnon, "The 
Halcyon Days of Cleveland." 
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July 22nd, 1948. Mr. E. V. Stevens, "Experiences 
of a Station Worker in Central Queensland: An Auto-
biography of the Late Nineties." 
August 26th, 1948. Mr. P. J. Nolan, "Drayton's 
Story Covers a Hundred Years." 
The Society is grateful to the compilers and 
readers of these papers of historic value. 
We are indebted to the ladies who arranged for the 
social side by providing refreshments after the meet-
ings. 
Membership. The members' roll includes names of 
121 metropolitan, 47 country, 4 extrastate, and 1 over-
seas, total 173 members, an increase of 25 on the 
previous year's enrolment. Life Members are W. For-
rester Alexander, Esq., R. D. Crombie, Esq., Sir 
WiUiam Dixon, Chief Justice Macrossan, and S. A. Kay-
ner, Esq. Honorary Members are Miss Isobel Hannah,, 
Inigo Jones, Esq., and Mrs. Winifred Coombe Tennant, 
J.P. 
Obituary. Deep regret is felt for the loss by death 
of Professor H. Alcock, M.A. (President), Rev. Samuel 
Atherton, John E. Burke, and G. P. Campbell. 
Historical Museum. The total recorded attendances 
for the year at the Newstead House Historical Museum 
was 5,888. Gifts were received from Messrs. E. P. 
Cohen, W. D. Little, M. Tisdale, and W. J. L. Woodyatt, 
Dr. L. P. Winterbotham and the Customs Department. 
More showcases are necessary to give a fuller display 
of historical relics. 
Library. Books were donated by Messrs. A. Noble, 
T. C. Beirne, G. H. Preston, J. S. Stitt, H. S. Bloxsome, 
A. E. Brooks, and G. W. Ware, Mesdames W. Coombe 
Tennant and J. Black, and Miss Lassell. 
Historical Records. Documents, historical notes, 
reports and photographic pictures, negatives, and slides-
have been donated by Messrs. J. W. CoUinson, N. S. Pix-
ley, S. Ulick Browne, E. F. Smith, Alistair Archer, H. P. 
Pittison, B. F. Lloyd, E. E. D. White, J. McNulty, A. 
Gran, F. 0. Nixon, C. S. Abell, and Glenville Pike, 
Mesdames A. Noble, B. A. Wensley, F. Benthall, Talbot 
Stanley and E. T. Real, Misses E. J. Beatty, M. C. 
Trundle, Hope Spencer, B. Barns, M. C. R. LasseU, 
A. M. Hinton, and Greenaway, Rev. J. Tainton, Capt. 
Rhodes, Qantas, Mount Morgan Mines Ltd., Mount Isa 
Mines Ltd., Local Government Journal, Union Trustees, 
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Ipswich Grammar School, Central and Upper Burnett 
Centenary Celebration Committee, Musgrave Central 
Mill, Chief Secretary's Department, and Brisbane City 
Council. 
Journal. Vol. HI of the Society's Journal has been 
completed by the printing of issue No. 6 and an index 
of the volume. Reciprocation in exchange of publica-
tions has been made by The Royal Australian His-
torical Society, The Historical Society of Victoria, The 
Royal Geographical Society of Australasia (Queens-
land), The Australia Society of Genealogists, Brisbane 
Boys' and Girls' Grammar Schools, and Queensland 
Agricultural Department. 
Trustees. The Board of. Trustees of Newstead 
House is now constituted of the Chairman, the Hon. J. 
Larcombe, State Treasurer, representing the State 
Government, and J. B. Chandler, Esq., Lord Mayor, 
representing the Brisbane City Council. There is a 
vacancy yet to be filled by a representative of the His-
torical Society of Queensland, Inc. The Board has dur-
ing the year maintained with the much appreciated 
Governmental appropriation of funds Newstead House, 
making it possible to open this historic house to the in-
spection of the public. 
(Allan A. Morrison, M.A., President of the Society, 
has since been appointed to the Board.) 
Thanks. The Council expresses thanks to those 
historic minded who contributed money, material, and 
honorary assistance, particularly to the Auditor, Scott 
MuUin, Esq., to the members who attended the general 
monthly meetings of the Society, to the Brisbane City 
Council for the beautification of Newstead Park sur-
rounding the House and to the gardening staff for 
many courtesies, and to the caretaker for efficient ser-
vices. 
Tribute. The Historical Society of Queensland, 
Inc., has completed the thirty-fifth year of its exist-
ence; we pay respectful tribute to the memory of its 
founders, all of whom have now passed within the veil. 
Appeal is made for help to carry on the work so well 
begun in the collection, coUation, and preservation of 
reliable historical information which will serve as a 
ground for research by historians of the future. 
Financial. The Hon. Treasurer, J. W. CoUinson, 
presented a financial statement, certified correct by the 
Hon. Auditor, Mr. Scott MuUin, Chartered Accountant 
(Austraha), showing receipts: General Fund—Mem-
bers' Subscriptions—arrears £8/8/-, current £60/12/3, 
advance £19/3/9, life membership £15/15/6, Donations 
—Mr. N. S. Pixley £1/1/- , City Electric Light Coy. Ltd. 
£1/1/- , box donations £12/9/10, Journal receipts 
£17/16/8. Expenditure: Journal £81/17/5, BuUetin 
£12/8/2, other expenses £61/8/11. Balance in hand 
£48/16/7. Library Account: Balance in hand 
£170/10/6. 
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An urgent necessity in Western Australia is a 
greater interest in the preservation of historical docu-
ments. In court houses, registrars' offices, and Gov-
ernment departments are many valuable records of 
historical significance stored in boxes, shelves, or cup-
boards, sometimes with scant regard to their im-
portance. These should be preserved in places where 
they could be accessible to students of history. A sense 
of past remissness should result in former apathy being 
replaced by positive action in a matter of such im-
mediate importance.—Editorial, "Early Days" (West-
ern Australian Historical Society Journal, 1948). 
